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Jobe Watson and 

Dale Thomas are 

looking forward to 

the Anzac Day 

clash. Picture: 

Jake Nowakowski

On Saturday, the Dande-
nong RSL will perform a 
 special service at his residence, 
Mercy Place in Lynbrook, giv-
ing the respected veteran a 
chance to pause – not just to 
 remember the war, but to hon-
our the voices of his mates who 
never returned.

“Anzac Day means a great 
deal to me because it’s a time to 
stop and remember the people 
who never came home,” he said.

“As the years go by, there are 
fewer of us left, but you never 
forget those mates, or the fam-
ilies who gave everything.

“When the Last Post plays 
and the wreath is laid, it brings 
it all back.

“To me, Anzac Day is about 
making sure their sacrifice is 
never forgotten, because the 
life we have today came at a 
great cost for so many.”

In 1944, at 17, he enlisted in 

the Royal Australian Air Force, 
joining the brave soldiers in the 
ground crew and supporting 
missions by servicing aircraft 
and preparing bombs.

Post war, he continued to 
serve in Japan, journeying 
there on a ship via New Guinea 
and Guam, where he lived and 
worked out of former military 
facilities for several years.

Mr Waterton is now a re-
spected figure within his RSL 

community, electing to donate 
a Japanese sword he found in a 
bombed dump to the Trafal-
gar–Thorpdale RSL, where it 
remains on display.

“I got to go home and be part 
of the parade at Trafalgar-
Thorpdale RSL, my home-
town, the other year and it was 
amazing,” he said.

“It’s so special to get together 
with that community as it 
means so much.”

For World War II veteran 
Frank Waterton, Anzac Day 
has always held a degree of rev-
erence.

From enlisting in the Royal 
Australian Air Force at the ripe 
age of 17 to serving in Japan and 
working out of former military 
facilities, the 99-year-old has 
lived a valiant life distinguished 
by bravery and mateship.

Emily Dann

Mateship never fades for Frank, 99 ... 
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Veteran Frank 

Waterton with a model 

of a Lancaster bomber 

which he wanted to fly 

when he enlisted in 

1944 (inset). Picture: 

David Caird

I’ll never forget 
the families who 
gave everything

Iconic clash stirs passion

Former Essendon captain Jobe 

Watson addressed the playing 

group at the Shrine as they 

were given a moving insight 

into history ahead of Anzac 

Day.

Watson said he spoke to the 

Bombers squad on Tuesday.

“There was also a mother of 

a fallen solder in Afghanistan 

and a nurse who had treated 

soldiers,’’ Watson told the 

Herald Sun. 

“There’s a lot of iconic 

moments and memories, it’s 

the pride of the nation and 

people are drawn to it and the 

history behind it.

“One of the best things I did 

in footy was go to Gallipoli 

with some historians, every 

Australian should do it.”

Watson and former 

Collingwood star Dale 

Thomas know well what’s on 

the line before 100,000 

screaming fans at the MCG.

Thomas and Watson are 

both part of Channel 7’s 

commentary team — Thomas 

will feature on the coverage 

while Watson will watch at 

home.

“It doesn’t matter if you are 

reigning premier or the bottom 

of the ladder, the footy world 

looks on with envy,’’ Thomas 

said.

“And for the way we are 

paying tribute to the 

Anzacs, it’s a really special 

day.

“I look forward to this one 

because the Bombers’ form 

has been good and the Pies 

always get up for this one.”
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